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Objects
• To assist former residents of Rhodesia/Zimbabwe who are legal, permanent 
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disabled, where possible. 
• To preserve the History and Heritage of Rhodesia.

Membership
Membership is available to Rhodesians and South Africans over the age of 18 who 
subscribe to the objectives of the Foundation. 
Single: R80—Couple: R100.

Honorary Vice-Presidents: Dr J.R.T. Wood,
  Mr J.C. Pirrett

Disclaimer
The Flame Lily Foundation shares published articles by writers around the world. Each 
article is sourced and linked to the original, and each article is credited with the author’s 
name, where possible. Although we do publish articles that have been written in-house by 
our members, we do not exclusively create our own content. Views or opinions presented 
in this publication do not necessarily represent those of the Editor or the Association.
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ANNUAL REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE

13 NOVEMBER 2022

A 47-minute video of a typical RFMC memorial service was profes-
sionally produced in 2020 because of Covid-19 restrictions. Film-
ing of the video was only possible by special favour of Dickie Fritz 
MOTH Shellhole, who had to be extremely cautious because of the 
elderly residents at the complex.

The Service was streamed on 1 November 2020 and remains on You-
Tube for viewing. Over 20,000 views took place before an updated 
version was streamed in November 2021, as Covid regulations were 
still in force.

With Covid restrictions now lifted, the annual Rhodesian Forces 
Memorial Parade and Service will be held at Dickie Fritz MOTH 
Shellhole, Edenvale at 10.00 a.m. on Sunday 13 November 2022. 
Guests are requested to be seated by 09:45 a.m.

Front cover: The Kings Flight Over Rhodesia—1947
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11 November is packed 
full of meaning for anyone 
whose relatives fought 
in the World Wars and 
for all of us who had the 
privilege of growing up in 
Rhodesia. 57 Years ago on 
Thursday, 11 November 
1965, at the most solemn 

moment of the 11th hour of Armistice Day, 
Ian Douglas Smith, the Prime Minister 
of Rhodesia, signed Rhodesia’s Unilateral 
Declaration of Independence from Great 
Britain. Throughout the English speaking 
world, the 11th November is observed as a 
Remembrance Day to solemnly recall the 
end of hostilities of World War One at the 
11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month 
of 1918. In time, it has come to be observed 
as a Memorial Day for all who died in both 
World Wars and in other subsequent con-
flicts. Numerous Memorials have this Scrip-
ture verse etched into the stone: “Greater 
love hath no man than this that a man lay 
down his life for his friends.” John 15:13

This year, as we remember the determined 
attempt by Rhodesia to make a brave stand 
against the advance of Communism in 
Africa, we should remember the many 
courageous soldiers and civilians who gave 
their lives in that fight against terrorism and 
Marxism and the many innocent victims of 
the terrorist onslaught. As Prime Minister 
of Rhodesia, Mr. Ian Smith, declared: “We 
were never beaten by our enemies, we were 
betrayed by our friends.”

In standing firm against Communist aggres-
sion for 15 years, Rhodesia indeed won val-
uable breathing space for the free world. 
In much the same way as the 300 Spartans 
held up the enormous invading force of Per-
sians at Thermopylae and as the courageous 
knights of St. John resisted the Islamic inva-
sion of the small island of Malta, I believe 
that, in time, history will recognise that 

the sacrifices and courage of Rhodesians in 
resisting Communist terrorism contributed 
to the ultimate collapse of Communism in 
Eastern Europe in 1989. Had Rhodesia not 
resisted, the consequences for South Africa 
could have been absolutely disastrous. Had 
South Africa fallen to Communism during 
the Cold War, the strategic Cape sea route 
and vital minerals essential for Western 
industry and defence, would have fallen into 
the hands of the Soviet Union—with cata-
strophic consequences.

The reign of terror and state sponsored 
terrorism of Robert Mugabe’s ZANU-PF 
regime in Zimbabwe have only vindicated 
Rhodesia’s position. In time it will become 
even clearer that in no small measure 
Ronald Reagan’s successful stand against 
Communist expansion in the 1980s was 
made possible by Rhodesia’s stand against 
Communist terrorism in the 60s and 70s. 
Freedom is never free, it needs to be pur-
chased and protected by sacrifice. “You have 
never lived until you have almost died and for 
those who fight for it, life has a flavour the 
protected will never know.”

Flame Lily Foundation continues to keep 
the flame of Faith and freedom alive, 
through our branches, communities, publi-
cations and events. We are also making use 
of social media and the web. Please visit our  
https://flf-rasa.co.za/ website and Flame 
Lily Foundation–Cape Peninsula Facebook 
page. Share these links with your friends and 
relatives. Invite them to our events. Rhode-
sia was super. Let us continue to remember 
a super country and do our part in improv-
ing the lives of those around us.

Dr. Peter Hammond
Chairman Flame Lily Foundation– 
Cape Peninsula
peter@frontline.org.za 
www.flf-rasa.co.za/rasa-cape-peninsula/

NATIONAL EDITORIALNATIONAL
NATIONAL CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2022

Rhodesia has been Vindicated by History

ORGANISATION AND MANAGEMENT
Because of the ongoing pandemic and travel difficulties our last AGM was a Zoom meeting 
held on 18 September 2021.

We have, in addition, held Zoom meetings as needed and kept electronically in touch with 
the branches during the past year. During this period our national secretary, John Redfern’ 
has suffered from failing health and we are all hoping for his recovery. There have been var-
ious problems with aims and methodologies which will be dealt with at the AGM in May.

MEMBERSHIP
Our membership is, through natural wastage, dropping and we are left with only three 
remaining branches. During the past year we lost the Highveld Branch through dissolu-
tion.

BRANCH ANNUAL LIFE PRIVILEGED TOTAL
Durban 43 31 4 78
Cape Peninsula 68 5 0 73
Pretoria 469 197 12 678
TOTALS 580 233 16 829

Membership at the end of 2020 stood at 1024 which means a loss of 195 members.

WELFARE
Stilfontein homes remain our main project. We have sold one house, but the cost of main-
taining Stilfontein is becoming extremely heavy. Rising Municipal charges and the Munic-
ipal inefficiency have reached an all time high.

Unfortunately there is the usual clique problem and all our manager/caretakers seem to 
have had difficulty dealing with this.

We continue to support Zimbabwe Government Pensioners with Grateful Gran and 
widows of two Government Pensioners continue to receive grants from OSPA.

Each branch has welfare responsibilities for those who do not qualify for Grateful Gran. 
These should be reflected in their Annual reports.

ZIMBABWE PENSIONS
Mary Redfern deals comprehensively with Zimbabwe pension problems and tries to help a 
difficulties with the dreadful “administration” at the Zimbabwe Pensions Office in Harare.

During the past year, with the assistance of Mr Lazarus Name at the Pensions Office, she 
has had limited success.

Annual Report continued on page 4
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The Pretoria Branch virtual AGM by Zoom was poorly attended. The same com-
mittee as last year was re-elected. Spyro Blismas chairman, Lawrie Marshall vice 
chairman, Mary Redfern secretary and members Kay Gearty, Liz Little and Phil 
Garbett.

There will be changes to the Pretoria Branch. Since the Redferns moved to East 
London, virtual meetings are being held by Zoom. Welfare is still being distributed 
and secretarial tasks such as contact with members on email and Zimbabwe pen-
sioners kept up. Lawrie Marshall continues to manage Stilfontein homes.

Spyro Blismas and Lawrie Marshall are holding essential files and documents until 
next AGM when the Branch’s future will be decided.

Pretoria Branch has a country-wide membership covering areas where no FLF 
Branch exists. If the Pretoria Branch committee is unable to continue, Dr Ham-
mond, chairman of the Cape Branch, has indicated that his branch is willing to 
administer Pretoria Branch membership from April next year.

CULTURE
The transfer of our FLF reference library 
to Cape Town is still not complete, Covid-
19 and travel restrictions have delayed the 
cataloguing and transfer of the remaining 
books, which might have been collected in 
December had the Redferns not been away 
on holiday. The transfer of some remaining 
books are delayed as they are needed for 
reference in Pretoria.

During the year, Covid-19 permitting, we 
have been represented at memorial ser-
vices in and around Pretoria and the Elands 
River battlefield. But, as in the rest of South 
Africa, our physical participation has been 
greatly curtailed. As is right, we lay wreaths 
and plant crosses for our fallen Since 1893. 
For the past two years the annual Remem-
brance Service at Dickie Fritz MOTH 
Shellhole has been screened on YouTube, 
thanks to the RFMC.

FINANCE
John Parsons, our long-time National 
Treasurer, has cared for our financial health 
in these times of rising costs, and will pres-
ent his annual report at the Annual Genera 
Meeting.

We thank John Parsons for keeping us 
financially stable in such trying times.

INFORMATION
The first Rhosarian edited jointly by John 
Redfern and Peter Hammond was pub-
lished in December 2021. This publication 
is distributed by email when possible, but 
hard copies were provided where necessary. 
The Covid lockdown and poor postal ser-
vices have made the distribution of printed 
information difficult, but with the gradual 
lifting of restrictions we hope this situation 
will now improve.

Our website is up and running with the 
help of Peter Hammond, who has provided 

GRATEFUL GRAN
Our thanks to members and friends of the 
Foundation who make regular donations 
to our Project Grateful Gran.
National currently assists Rhodesian pen-
sioners with grants on a quarterly basis. 
Branches assist many others.
All donations received are very much 
appreciated.
Corporate donors and individuals may claim 
an Income Tax rebate of up to 10% of taxable 
income.

DONORS
Donations to the Flame Lily Foundation 
may be tax deductible, in terms of Section 
18A of the Income Tax Act, 1962.
Donations of R500,00 or more to the FLF, 
including stop orders, will be receipted 
accordingly, so long as donors provide the 
National Secretary with their full names and 
postal address.

FLF National Bank Details
Name: Flame Lily Foundation 
Account No.: 1500 680 799 
Bank: ABSA
Branch: Brooklyn Court Code: 335345

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS ELECTED
Chairman:  Mr Mike Russell
Vice-Chairman: Vacant
Treasurer:  Mr John Parsons
Secretary:  Mr John Redfern

NOTICE BOARD

Annual Report continued from page 2

us with a Webmaster. The website is being 
displayed on the Internet at:
https://flf-rasa.co.za/

GOALS
Successful execution of the Repositioning 
Plan.

Mike Russell National Chairman
8 April 2022

PRETORIA BRANCH SITUATION

Below: Rhodesia’s 10th legislative assembly. Note the multiracial membership.
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MSASA MAIL

As we said in our email 
message to members 
“There is a time for 
everything.” The Flame Lily 
Foundation has changed 
over the years. The pack-
ing up and downsizing of 
the FLF office in August 
was an enormously stress-

ful task. John was not well and had difficulty 
with the stairs to the office, hence it was left 
to me to destroy thousands of documents 
from the beginning of the branch in 1983. It 
was traumatic and brought back hundreds 
of memories of Rhodesians who have past 
our way during the years. Events like the 
Rhodesian Centenary celebration when the 
management handed over the entire Tship-
ise resort, including the hotel for us to run. 
The resort was renamed Rhodesianaland, 
with Rhodesian street names, etc. The 30th 
anniversary celebration of UDI at Golden 
Gate where we were authorised to place a 
brass memorial plaque, sports days, dinners 
- one in the Rhodes Room of the prestigious 
Rand Club, and dozens of other events.

Going through documents, so many mem-
ories of individual Rhodesians came back 
to me. I remember Ricky the Rhodie whom 
we came across one evening when we had 
dinner at a restaurant in Pretoria, where 
he played the piano. I assisted him with 
his teenage daughter who had problems. It 
turned out well for her in the end, she got 
married and moved to the UK. We kept 
in touch with her father until he passed 
away in Durban a few years ago. One day I 
received a phone call from Army Headquar-
ter in Pretoria. They had a young woman 
dressed in a Rhodesian Army jersey. She 
was looking for her “non existent husband” 
and had slept at the railway station the pre-
vious night. My only choice was to take her 
to our home. It turned out that as a child 
she had experienced a drowning accident 

which affected her brain and she needed 
psychiatric help. After a few weeks in the 
mental hospital we were able to send her 
back to her parents in Bulawayo. We had 
several Rhodesian youngsters staying with 
us until they got employment. Many years 
later, we came across one of them in Durban 
at Ian Smith’s 80th birthday party. I asked 
Mr Smith if I could bring him in to see him. 
He readily agreed. I will never forget what 
that meant to this young man.

Unfortunately, we have not been able to 
send hard copies of the message we wrote 
in August to members on our Msasa Mail 
email list. I have forwarded the message to 
others where I had an email address. The 
responses we have received from members 
were humbling and overwhelming to us. We 
are grateful having been allowed to be part 
of the Flame Lily Foundation and lives of so 
many Rhodesians for so many years.

Love,
MaryMary “Keeping the Flame alive”

MSASA MAIL

SPYRO’S SENTIMENTS
As we prepare ourselves 
for the remembrance of 
the fallen in two World 
Wars and all the other 
campaigns and battles 
since then, including, of 
course, our own Border 
War, I am saddened by 
the manner the British 

prefer to ignore our pain and losses. How-
ever, I am not really surprised by the hypoc-
risy and disregard, since people throughout 
history have behaved in a similar selfish way.

The Greeks are able to attest to this through-
out history. The Greeks suffered ethnic 
cleansing under the Turks exactly 100 years 
ago in 1922 when millions were killed and 
expelled from Asia Minor. Later, before 
World War 2, the Greek islands were dis-
tributed between the Italians and the Turks 
even though Turkey had sided with Ger-
many during World War 1. Turkey again 
invaded Cyprus in 1974 and “annexed” a 
third of the island while the superpow-
ers turned the other way. No one side was 
without fault, but like Putin’s latest invasion 
of Ukraine, maximum force was used, and 
civilians were killed. I know because in 1974 
my mother-in-law was shot dead inside her 
own house.

The Jews, Greeks and Ukrainians each have 
their own common language and religion 
and they will never forget, but I doubt that 
we Rhodesians and history will remember 
beyond the second generation, our fallen 
men or even our previous history. Our 
language is too common and heritage too 
young, to prevent our grandchildren being 
absorbed into other nations around the 
world. May those who died for country, rest 
in peace.

To all those in Gauteng, I wish to remind 
you that at the Rhodesian Forces memo-

rial service at Dickie Fritz in Edenvale, has 
wreath laying by the various services and 
by a representative of most Rhodesian high 
schools. I will lay a wreath on behalf of the 
Old Georgians and am seeking someone to 
take-over from next year.

Spyros Blismas, Class of 1958
Cell: 083 391 0278
Flame Lily Foundation, Pretoria Branch 
committee member

MARY’S MEANDER

MAILBAG
Letter from Jean Ray’s 
daughter
I am Jeans daughter, Morag. 
I want to wish you all of the 
Lords blessings for the won-
derful work you have done 
over these many many years, 
I believe you have changed a 
lot of peoples lives and you deserve a medal 
for that!
My Mum (90 last month) so looked for-
ward to the FLAG, she would sit with her 
magnifying glass and read every word … it 
would take her days bless her.
So, yes please, add me to the Cape Newslet-
ter, thanks.
I wish you Gods speed and many blessings.
Regards, Morag

Response to “A Time for Everything”
We were humbled by the unexpected warm 
response to our email sent to members in 
August as we were about to leave our home 
in Pretoria. Thank you all for your kind 
words and encouragement. With our love, 
John and Mary

MEMBERS’ NEWS

Above: Adventurous pioneer.
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CONTACT PERSONS
Secretary:  Mary Redfern
 Tel: 083 739 2578

Chairman:  Spyros Blismas
 Tel.: 083 391 0278

Email: rasa@iafrica.com

Website: www.flf-rasa.co.za

UNIDENTIFIED DEPOSITS
Please check if one of these is yours.

• Membership 17 May 2022 R200,00
• Fee Donation 18 May 2022 R200,00
• 33001013333 7 June 2022 R 30,00
• ABSA Bank Subbscr 14 July 2022 R80,00
• “2022 SUBS” 18 AUG 2022 R150,00

If you recognise your payment, please email 
Mary Redfern: rasa@iafrica.com

MSASA MAIL

CONDOLENCES
Our condolences to family and friends who lost a loved-one.

Barnard, Wendy passed away in KZN on 16 May 2022.

Bate, I.R (Ian) passed away in Gauteng on 8 June 2022.

Dams, C.W. (Chris) passed away in England on 7 September 2022.

Hickman, Jacquie passed away peacefully on 18 May 2022.

Lockley, (R.E.H.) Dick passed away in Cape Town on 4 April 2022.

Owen, D.J. (David) passed away in KZN on 17 November 2021.

MSASA MAIL

BOOK REVIEW
BATTLE FOR HURUNGWE: A Special 
Branch Victory in an Unwinnable War—
Rhodesia 1965–1979 by John Padbury

Reviewed by John (Jock) Pirrett

On handling and opening this book, the 
reader could be intimidated—nearly 500 
pages—however, as you begin reading, you 
become full of admiration for the research, 
attention to detail and dedication the author 
has applied in completing this masterpiece 
of Rhodesian history. As you read, one 
becomes very attached to the author and 
his speaking from the heart. It takes courage 
to write a book and the author has shown 
no fear in expressing his opinion on vari-
ous issues, political and military. Thought–
provoking, we all have our views on many 
issues and we can debate within ourselves 
and others once they have read this book. A 
highly recommended read.

John Padbury, though born in Northern 
Ireland, was raised in Rhodesia. Educated 
at Mount Pleasant High School, Salisbury, 
he excelled at sport, captaining the 1st XI 
cricket and 1st XV rugby teams . He later 
went on to represent Mashonaland and 
Rhodesia Under 20 at rugby. As a young-
ster, he enjoyed a very compact family life. 
Apart from education and sport, camping in 
the Zambezi Valley with family was a high-
light of his young life. In 1969, he joined 
the British South Africa Police (BSAP) as a 
Cadet and later that year became a regular 
in the Force. Following a successful stint 
in Uniform Branch, he applied for and was 
accepted by the “plain clothes branch” and 
joined the Criminal Investigation Depart-
ment (CID). Again, he excelled and was later 
transferred to Special Branch. I recollect 
John Padbury as a conscientious, intelligent 
and hard working young Detective, and his 
efforts were borne out by his rapid progress 
through the ranks to Detective Inspector.

Following the ZANLA infiltration into the 
North East Border Region and the attacks on 
Altena and Whistlefield Farms in Decem-
ber, 1972 their advance rapidly escalated to 
the extent they held residence and influence 
in the Tribal Trust Lands, the strategy being 
to politicise and gain supports of the locals, 
in many instances, ruthless methods being 
applied. Following the coup in Portugal, the 
Eastern Border Region with Mozambique 
was totally opened up for further ZANLA 
incursions into the Eastern Districts and 
beyond. At the same time, ZIPRA were 
making their presence felt from their bases 
in Zambia.

The author was transferred to Special 
Branch, Rusape, in the Eastern Districts. 
Over several years he excelled in the opera-
tional area, operating mainly in the Makoni 
and Manyika TTLs. He realised that the 
war could only be won with the help of the 
people who, sadly were under the control of 
ZANLA. The theory exercised by the gov-
ernment and certain higher military was 

In order to receive the 2022 pension a new Certificate of Life is required. If you have not 
done it and are able to visit one of the Zimbabwe Consular offices, please do so ASAP.
If you have any queries please contact Mary at rasa@iafrica.com.

At the end of March this year the Johannesburg Consulate, with only a few days warning, 
sent a delegation to Durban to assist hundreds of Zimbabwean citizens with birth, death 
and other certificates. We tried to inform as many pensioners as possible and thanks to 
Trevor Wilson (BSAP) special arrangements were made and several pensioners were able 
to have their Certificate of Life renewed.

Mary is still available to assist with pension queries at rasa@iafrica.com
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To conclude, John Padbury was strong in his 
belief that no war can be won without the
support of the population and history, past 
and present has proven this right. His book 
is a must read for those interested in Rhode-
sian history.

Book can be obtained on https://www.bat-
tleforhurungwe.com/orders

killing all 59 persons on board. Shortly 
after the Umniati tragedy, it is alleged 
that an SAS callsign was deployed and 
subsequently eliminated the ZIPRA 
Strela “gang” responsible for the inci-
dents. (Viscount Down, p. 369).

It is critical for the reader to understand 
that in writing Battle For Hurungwe, Pad-
bury invariably relied on more than one 
source to verify incidents, thereby using the 
method of triangulation: the validation of 
data through cross-verification from two 
or more reliable and, where possible, doc-
umented sources. Investigative journalism, 
authorship and the media tend to compress 
evidence into an agenda rather than allow 
the evidence to speak for itself. Opinion and 
truth unfortunately carry the same weight 
today which is a grave injustice. It is claimed 
that an SAS callsign eliminated the Strela 
gang responsible for shooting down the 
Viscounts in a battle in the Hurungwe TTL. 
Furthermore, it is claimed that there was a 
major cover-up conceived in order to con-
ceal the event from the Rhodesian public. 
Padbury’s book addresses these claims.

Product details
Cover : Softcover.
Pages: 498 including text, photos, maps and 
documents in colour Price : £32 (Southern 
Africa only; £35 elsewhere) excluding ship-
ping.
Purchase from:
https://www.battleforhurungwe.com/orders

MSASA MAIL

that “kills wins wars”, reminiscent of Gen-
eral Westmoreland in the Vietnam cam-
paign. But, unless you have the support of 
the population, you cannot win in the end. 
At Rusape, in conjunction with others, he 
devised a strategy of making use of mujib-
has—young men recruited by ZANLA as 
eyes and ears of Security Force (SF) activity 
plus intelligence important to the ZANLA 
cause. He managed to turn several mujib-
has which resulted in SF successes over 
ZANLA. He also established a base on a 
farm where compromised mujibhas could 
live, be trained and armed, subsequently 
operating with the SF. Due to this success,
Special Branch in other areas adopted a 
similar system. It should be noted that at 
that time, the arming of Africans, apart 
from regular forces, was anathema to the 
government.

Due to international pressure and the 
impact of the war, government came to an 
internal agreement on the 3rd March, 1978 
and forming part of government were the 
UANC (Bishop Muzorewa); ZANU (Rever-
end Ndabaningi Sithole); and, ZUPO (Chief 
Chirau). The Security Force Auxiliries (SFA) 
known as Phumo Re Vanhu was launched. 
Padbury was placed in charge of the SFA 
operation in Lomagundi with responsibility 
including training, recruitment and intelli-
gence. His target was the Hurungwe TTL at 
Karoi which had been overrun by ZIPRA. 
ZIPRA had imposed their domination 
by martial law in a predominately Shona 
speaking area. Apart from farm attacks, SF 
ambushes and landmines, they subjected 
the local population to horrendous abuse 
and atrocities. The author built a formida-
ble team which comprised training, admin 
and intelligence under the UANC banner 
and included former ZANLA and ZIPRA 
who were to prove an invaluable asset in the 
war against ZIPRA. His main objective was 
to try and bring the people of Hurungwe 
onsides with a strategy based on methods 
entirely opposite to the “seek and kill” of the 

SF. He cultivated the mujibha network and 
gained confidence of the locals resulting in a 
constant flow of intelligence that facilitated
successful SF strikes against ZIPRA.

Due to excellent progress, a UANC office 
was opened in Karoi (also later Kariba) 
plus a training camp and safe house. Sub-
sequently, armed SFA were deployed into 
the Hurungwe where they engaged ZIPRA 
and worked well with the SF however, most 
important, they based themselves in those 
areas, thus gaining support and confidence 
of the locals. Such was the success, that in 
time schools, clinics were reopened, dip-
ping and other activities resumed and many 
roads were considered safe to travel on 
again.

Included in the book are references to the 
downing of the Viscounts Hunyani and 
Umniati over the Hurungwe by ZIPRA 
using Strela heat-seeking misssiles. There 
have been various claims over the years 
concerning the elimination of the ZIPRA 
groups responsible and this is clarified in 
the book.

The elections of 1979 saw Bishop Muzorewa 
become Prime Minister, though still very 
much controlled by the RF government. 
The war continued and later that year we 
had the Lancaster House Agreement which 
paved the way for a ceasefire and elections 
in 1980 that saw ZANU PF sweep to power. 
The UANC gained three seats, one of which, 
comprised the Hurungwe where support for 
ZIPRA had been eradicated due to the SFA 
presence. Following the Lancaster agree-
ment, the SFA fell under the control of the 
SF, much to the discomfort of the author. 
He left Rhodesia, very disillusioned and 
depressed and now lives with his family in
Devon, UK. Part of his soul still lies in Rho-
desia (Zimbabwe), the country now a trag-
edy from an economic and inequality point 
of view.

MSASA MAIL

BOOK PROMOTION
VISCOUNT DOWN: Did the SAS elimi-
nate the Strela gang?

John Padbury was in command of the 
Security Force Auxiliaries (SFAs) in the 
Hurungwe Tribal Trust Land (TTL) in 
1978–1979.

Arguably the greatest “Rhodesian” post-
1980 controversy developed over claims 
made in the book Viscount Down (Keith 
Nell, 2010). On concluding the reading of 
Viscount Down in 2012, John Padbury felt 
obligated to set the record straight, thus his 
idea for the book, Battle For Hurungwe, was 
conceived.

One of the claims involved an SAS contact 
with Zimbabwe People’s Revolutionary 
Army (ZIPRA) insurgents in the Hurungwe 
TTL. A brief summary of events is as fol-
lows:

• On 3 September 1978 at approximately 
5.10 p.m., Air Rhodesia Vickers Vis-
count VP-WAS, Hunyani, flight RH825 
was shot down by a Soviet Strela sur-
face-to-air missile. Miraculously, there 
were 18 survivors. Tragically, shortly 
after the crash, 10 survivors were mas-
sacred by ZIPRA insurgents and the 
remaining eight survived.

• On 12 February 1979, Air Rhodesia 
Vickers Viscount VP-YND, Umniati, 
flight RH 827, was similarly shot down, 

RASA Pretoria 
banking details
Account Name: RASA Pretoria
Account Number: 1631005235 
Bank: Nedbank
Branch: Brooklyn Branch 
Branch Code: 163145
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15 August down at the Mills Bomb 
Shellhole where new members 
were co-opted onto the committee 
and a braai was planned for Sun 
16th September at the German/
Shamwari Club where this venue 
has been used by RASA for many 
many years.

A very successful fun day was had 
by all 25 that braaied and we were 
very fortunate that whilst that 
load shedding was going to be on 
in the afternoon, Shamwari had a 
generator so there was no problem 
with power.

Going back to the first quar-
ter of 2021, The “National” 
Flame Lily Foundation asked 
if the Durban Branch would 
host the Annual AGM in 
KZN. Marlene Camps & 
Peter Shattock often fre-
quented the lower South 
Coast where we would use 
the time share to have a break 
away from the city, so we 
made a plan to meet with our 
friend/owner of the Pit Stop 
(Deon Grove) to investigate 
the possibility of utilising the 
Pit Stop as the conference 
centre for the AGM. Details 
were formulated and for all 
intents & purposes it was go! 
But alas the covid put a stop 
to that for May 2021.

Well, Durban were asked 
again to consider hosting the 
2022 AGM. Deon was con-
tacted and it was agreed that 
the AGM would be held at 
the Pit Stop with a slight cost 
increase. National was happy 

Durban RASA AGM
Durban RASA AGM was held on Sunday 3 April 2022, 
as usual at the Flame Lily Park, in the Shellhole of Flame 
Lily/Twilight/Red Tab, where many members reside. You 
would have seen our very dear Rhodesian & RASA friend 
Gwen Nipper and she turned 98 on 23 April this year!

Gwen is seen here standing with John Parsons who 
attended the AGM and then was going to have an over-
view of the Branches financials. He also was visiting his 
daughter.

Unfortunately as the financial year end was on 31st March 
(3 days earlier) the treasurer was not able to get the Financial Account audited, thus 
it had to be held back. The committee was re-elected back. When the meeting closed, 
it was into harmony & those 27 members were treated to a braai. A successful day for 
those attending!

New Members
Now after the National AGM 16–18 May, 3 members of the Durban Branch resigned. 
The first thing that had to be done was to get new signatories signed on. The remain-
ing committee members resolved a few technical problems at the Nedbank office in 
Galleria, Amanzimtoti. With that having been resolved, about 3½ hours later with new 
signatories, we met in a restaurant in the mall and formulated a plan to move Durban 
RASA forward and a meeting was held on Monday 25 July and then another on Monday 

The Ridgeback News—22nd October 2022

The Durban Branch of RASA that incorporates
The Flame Lily Foundation, is alive after a few trials and 
tribulations. As you can see from below we have a strong 
and vibrant committee with both Eddie & Jill de Beer

The New Durban RASA Committee
CONTACT RASA Durban Branch Committee
Chairman . . . . . . .Rob Walker (Signatory)  .  .  084 532 5359  . rowa34@gmail.com
Vice-Chairman   .  .  .Eddie De Beer . . . . . . . . 082 893 1443 . Edebeer@iafrica.com
Treasurer . . . . . . .Jill De Beer (Signatory)   .  .  083 449 8422 . Edebeer@iafrica.com
Secretary  . . . . . . .Marlene Camps (Signatory) 079 798 1595  . marlenecamps55@gmail.com
Welfare  . . . . . . . .Heather Walker . . . . . . . 083 322 3236  . rowa34@gmail.com
Memorabilia Shop . .Peter Shattock . . . . . . . . 082 512 6056 . plshattock@telkomsa.net
Ridgeback Editor
& Shop

The Durban RASA Committee at the braai: Peter 
Shattock (shop), Heather Walker (Welfare), Seated 
Rob Walker (Chairman), Marlene Camps (Secretary), 
Jill de Beer (Treasurer), Eddie de Beer (Vice Chair).

Above: Afternoon drinks at the Pit Stop: Heather 
Walker, Jock Pirrett, Peter Shattock & Rob Walker.
Below: To end the first evening there was a “Blood 
Moon Rising”.

RIDGEBACK

National Flame Lily Foundation AGM
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as was Durban and a big thank you to Marlene for really pulling out all stops to make the 
conference a success at the Pit Stop where they set aside part of the dining room for the 
conference and they did all the catering. The National made the accommodation bookings 
at the Banana Beach Holiday Club (Suntide) which was just a short walk away from the Pit 
Stop. The booking was Monday 16 to 18 May for the conference and the delegates had to be 
out on Frid 20th giving them a day and a half to enjoy seaside surroundings.

Monday 16th was a meet and greet at the Pit Stop, afternoon & a finger supper later on in 
the evening.

I do believe that this was a very successful National Flame Lily Foundation AGM that was 
held over the day and half, superb weather and first class venue and catering by the Pit Stop.

RIDGEBACK

Promptly at 8 
a.m. on Tuesday 
17th all set for 
the AGM: Mary 
Redfern (Acting 
FLF Secretary), 
John Parsons 
(Nat Exec & 
Treasurer), Mike 
Russell (Nat 
Exec Chair), 
Jock Pirrett 
(Honorary Vice 
President).

Rosalie 
Holmes (Cape 
Peninsula, 
Secretary), 
Peter Hammond 
(Cape 
Peninsula, 
Chairman), 
Lawrie Marshall 
(Pretoria).

Bob Simpson 
(Durban Vice-
Chair), Marlene 
Camps (Durban 
Secretary), Rob 
Walker (Durban 
Committee).

RIDGEBACK

Annette Thatcher—Masters Swimmer
Annette Thatcher a new member to be and a swimmer of note
My love of swimming started many years ago, way up north, in 
Mufulira, “Northern Rhodesia”. I was around six years old when my 
Dad built a house for us in Murundu, just outside Mufulira. Then he 
built a farm pool with no circulation whatsoever! My mother decided 
to teach my oldest brother and me to swim one day, in the very brown 
farm pool, and unbeknown to us, there were resident frogs swimming 
at the bottom. When I got in, I felt the frogs! That was how I instantly 
learnt to stay at the top of the water and swim like crazy!!

In time, my Dad had us swimming in galas all around the Copperbelt, 
places like Kitwe, Ndola, Chingola, Luanshya and of course, Mufulira. When I was 11 we 
moved to Bulawayo and my three brothers and I swam at club level for three wonderful 
years! My only claim to fame then was that I was chosen as a junior for the Matabeleland 
swimming team for the Rhodesian Champs held in Umtali (1965).

Just before I turned 14 we moved to Amanzimtoti. My Dad worked for a British firm and 
when “Southern Rhodesia” declared their independence, his company closed down and 
moved south! Toti was not the best place for a swimming career … we had to walk from 
Kingsway High (now Amanzimtoti High) to Warner Beach Primary so that we could have 
our galas. My Dad trained us at the Goodwill Hotel pool, so clearly training facilities were 
very limited!

He would take me into Durban to compete in galas at Rachel Finlayson whenever he could. 
When most young girls of my age were tanning on the beach in their bikinis, I opted to 
stick to my speedo and swim to backline … kept me fit if nothing else!

Sadly, my Dad died of a heart attack two years after settling in Toti, so not only did we lose 
our father, but I also lost my coach! That was, more or less, the end of any great swimming 
career for me!

THEN, my oldest brother, Eddie, bought me a 45th birthday present … an entry into the 
Midmar Mile!! After the shock of realising that I could hardly breathe after swimming one 
length, and wondering how I was ever going to manage 32 lengths on a trot, with perse-
verance, it finally happened, and my first Midmar was completed. I have to thank Eddie 
for that because that was the start of a very special part of my life … 25 years of Masters 
swimming.

Masters have a motto “fun, fitness and fellowship” and it has been all three for me. I’m the 
type of person who struggles to keep training consistently unless I have a goal and Masters 

Allied Seals 
Midmar 1998
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This year, Flame Lily Foundation–Cape Peninsula (FLF–CP) changed our venue for our 
regular Meetings to Fish Hoek Bowling Club. This proved to be a better environment. 
Members of FLF–CP continue to enjoy our monthly teas. So as not to clash with the pen-
sioners meetings, our FLF–CP teas were changed to the 3rd Wednesday of every month at 
10 a.m., at the Bowling Club in Fish Hoek.

We had a tremendous response to commemorative events, flag raising and delicious meals 
held at Rhodes Cottage where the Founder, Cecil John Rhodes, died 120 years ago. Rhodes 
cottage, veranda, courtyard and garden were filled with visitors and there was a tremen-
dous atmosphere of appreciation of our heritage and the many improvements recently 
made to the cottage and its environment. These events were positively reported on with 
prominent pictures in a community newspaper, the Echo.

This year, our Rhodes and Founders Luncheon was held at Barracuda restaurant in Fish 
Hoek and was well supported and enjoyed by all.

At last, after more than a year since the disastrous wildfires, SANParks finally allowed vis-
itors to return to Rhodes Memorial on the slopes of Devil’s Peak. But the deforestation is 
painful to see. Inexplicably Rhodes Memorial Tea Garden Restaurant is still in ruins more 
than a year after the fires of 18 April 2021.

Friends of Rhodes Memorial have been at work cleaning up and restoring the tea garden 
and providing a catering trailer to serve food and drinks to visitors to Rhodes Memo-
rial. Friends of Rhodes Memorial also approached Heritage Architects, Cape Town Her-
itage Foundation and SANParks for permission to act. It’s the second Cape winter and 
we are desperately trying to cover and protect the stone walls of the Restaurant from fur-
ther cracking (stone, cement and water don’t mix well!) Friends of Rhodes Memorial also 
launched the Let’s Make Rhodes Memorial Beautiful Again campaign to mobilise volunteers 
to help restore this beautiful heritage site which is world renowned and a much loved 
“Slice of Heaven.” This initially involved us pulling out weeds and removing debris. Which 
received positive media coverage.

Our AGM was held on 21st September. Our annual Remembrance Service is planned for 
1 p.m. on Sunday 6 November at Fish Hoek Methodist Church.

On 11 November we will be hosting a special lunch and memorial service for the Honour-

swimming has been just that. We have our South African Championships every year in 
March at one of the cities in South Africa and the great thing is that you can choose your 
level of commitment … go for “Gold” or go for the “Party” and there’s plenty of that!! The 
best part are the friends you make along the way and I’ve had the joy of swimming many 
a championship with all three of my brothers competing as well as my husband sitting in 
the grandstand, cheering us on.

We compete in 5 year age groups eg. 50–54, 55–59 et cetera. I’ve never known a bunch of 
sportspeople to wish their lives away like we do because the times get easier to beat the 
older you get! I go up an age group this year, 70–74, so I’ll be spending the next 5 years 
chasing down those records and losing the few I have to the “babies” that come up into my 
previous age group.

“I’m so excited about our pending swimming pool in the village and equally 
thrilled about the brave ‘Widdies Wahoos’ who’ll be swimming the Midmar in Feb-
ruary … it definitely encouraged me to enter again after a 20 year gap. It is never 
ever too late to start something like swimming and it’s probably one of the best exer-
cises we can do at our age. See you in the pool!! Keep those arms spinning xxxx.”

Now the inevitable sad part … the Obituaries:

Dave Bolton, Shane Diane Williams (13 November 2021), Alex Scott (4 February 2022).
Peter “Speedy” Morris (Pinetown): Passed away Tuesday night 12 July 2022.
Stretch Hughes: Member of the BSAP from the Lower South Coast. Night of 13 July 2022, 
in Port Shepstone Hospital.
Peter Harris: Member of the BSAP OF Salt Rock, passed away in Ballito hospital (5 August 
2022).
Basil Burne of Australia (I saw this on Facebook 7 September 2022).
Barry Woan (Ramsgate): 26 February 1950–3 October 2022.
Peter Arnott, brother of Gerry Arnott from Mt Darwin, died today in Durban.
Jean Tholet in Cape Town.
Chris Dams: From John and Mary Redfern, received this notification on 13 September: 
“Those who knew Chris Dams as Hon Vice President of the Flame Lily Foundation, as a 
Rhodesian Air Force colleague or as a friend, it is with a heavy heart I write to say that our 
very dear Chris Dams died on Wednesday 7 September, peacefully and painlessly. He was a 
joy in our home and hearts and is so sadly missed.” by Annie Gedye (step daughter) in U.K.

* The RASA Committee conveys their condolences to the family and friends!

Obituaries

Update from Flame Lily Foundation
Cape Peninsula

In Masters Swimming, if you get your SA colours in any event it means that you were 
within the top ten times in the world, in that age group, in that year. Annette has man-
aged to get her SA colours a few times in the 50 m freestyle over the years! Annette had 
another good swim at Gordon Road Pool (Durban) on Sunday 16 October 2022. In her 
age category she broke the SA record in the 50 m breastroke, and was just three seconds 
out of the record in the 200 m Breastroke.
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able Ian Douglas Smith at Saint James Retirement Hotel where Mr. Smith passed away. 
We will also be dedicating a plaque specially designed to commemorate the last Prime 
Minister of Rhodesia.

Our end of year Braai, Thursday 15 December will be at Livingstone House, Rondebosch 
at 5 p.m. We continue to receive historic books, pictures, flags and other artifacts for our 
Rhodesia Heritage Library at Livingstone House. The final Flame Lily Foundation—
Cape Peninsula event of the year will be a Christmas Tea party on Wednesday, 
21 December at the Bowling Club in Fish Hoek.

You can view and read the latest Fish Eagle Magazine online: 
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/66982783/
the-fish-eagle-june-2022

Our Flame Lily Foundation—Cape Penin-
sula Facebook page is well supported.

We have initiated and maintain 
the Friends of Rhodes 
Memorial Facebook 
page.

We are also maintaining 
and updating the Rhodesia Association of South Africa (RASA) 
https://flf-rasa.co.za/ website.

Yours for keeping the Flame Alive
Dr. Peter Hammond | Chairman Flame Lily Foundation—Cape Peninsula
peter@frontline.org.za
www.facebook.com/Flame-Lily-Foundation-Cape-Peninsula-805198409856520
www.friendsofrhodesmemorial.co.za
www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Rhodes-Memorial-111929737319843
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Rhodes Cottage
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The royal train heading for Victoria Falls behind 
15th class Garratts in blue livery, 1947.



SOUTHERN AFRICA IN TURMOIL DURING 1922
LOOKING BACK

The Garden of Remembrance 
at the defunct Brakpan Mine 
commemorating the members 
of the Special Police and mine 
officials killed while attempting 
to protect the mine property in 
1922. Far left: Tombstone of Lt 
VF Brodigan.
Sources:
• https://www.theheritageportal.co.za/article/ 
 surviving-sites-1922-rand-revolt
• https://allatsea.co.za/musings/memorials- 
 and-monuments/rand-revolt-graves-and- 
 remnants/anzac-memorial-in-brakpan/
• https://graves-at-eggsa.org/main.php?g2_ 
 itemId=786182

Why more than 40% of voters did not 
want to join the Union of South Africa
At the 1920 election there had been three 
schools of opinion in Southern Rhodesia, 
one favouring responsible government inside 
Southern Rhodesia, a second favouring a con-
tinuation of rule through the British South 
Africa Company, and the third believing that 
the best solution would be to seek member-
ship of the Union of South Africa. Immedi-

ately after the election, the Legislative Coun-
cil passed a resolution requesting the British 
Government to inaugurate responsible gov-
ernment, and the United Kingdom’s response 
was to establish a Commission under Earl 
Buxton, a former Liberal minister and former 
Governor-General of South Africa.

The Buxton Commission reported in 1921 
that the Colony was ready for responsible 

government and that a referendum should 
be held to confirm it. A delegation led by 
Sir Charles Coghlan was sent from the 
Legislative Council to negotiate with the 
Colonial Office on the form of the consti-
tution. The British South Africa Company 
option dropped out of consideration, but 
the Buxton Commission had said that its 
recommendations should not preclude con-
sideration of joining South Africa if this was 
favoured by voters.

Representatives of the Southern Rhodesian 
administration visited Cape Town to confer 
with Jan Smuts, who after some delay was 
willing to offer terms he considered reason-
able and which were also acceptable to the 
United Kingdom government. In accord-
ance with the wishes of Winston Churchill 
(the Secretary of State for the Colonies in 
London), the Southern Rhodesians decided 
to invite the electorate to make the decision. 
Although they did not try to interfere in 
the referendum, opinion among the United 
Kingdom government, the South African 
government and the British South Africa 
Company favoured the union option.

Revolution on the East Rand
In the runup to the Southern Rhodesian ref-
erendum of October 1922, a revolt had taken 
place on the East Rand. On at least four dif-
ferent occasions since 1907 the miners had 
struck for better pay and working condi-
tions. These demands were seldom met to 
the required extent, which led to a state of 
simmering discontent among the miners. 
What made the 1922 strike, which rapidly 
turned into armed conflict with the State, so 
different and so violent was that for the first 
time wages were likely to be cut and white 
workers put under threat of mass retrench-
ment. The prime cause of this was the return 
to the Gold Standard at the price fixed in 1914. 
This meant a drop of 35% in the gold price.

The Chamber of Mines announced that 
they would not honour the 1918 agreement 
which ensured job reservation for white 
miners. The predictable result was that the 
miners went on strike. All mining and allied 
trades activity ceased. Various strike enforc-
ers roamed the East Rand at night holding 
up police stations and looting guns and 
ammunition. They even disconnected the 
electricity supply to Boksburg North. Lights 
only came on again 20 days later!

4,000 people gathered on Boksburg’s Market 
square on 9 February, calling for a national 
strike. The Communist Red Flag was sung. 

LOOKING BACK

Below: Whippet tank HMLS (His 
Majesty’s Land Ship) UNION, 
approaching Fordsburg. It broke 
down after jamming on a tram track. 
While attempting to free the tank, 
crew member, Corporal Johns, was 
killed, and Private Richards was 
injured by sniper fire, 14 March 1922.
Bottom: On 6 March 1922, thousands 
of strikers congregated at the Rissik 
Street Trades Hall.
Sources: https://www.theheritageportal.co.za/article/trac-
ing-1922-strike and
http://samilitaryhistory.org/vol145rh.html
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Late in February, a group of strikers clashed 
with police at the Angelo Mine. On the 28 
February, a large group of incensed miners, 
singing the Red Flag, pelted the police with 
stones. The police opened fire and killed 
three strikers and injured many others.

On 7 March more deaths occurred in a 
clash between whites and blacks at the New 
Primrose Gold Mine, when armed 27 black 
miners fired at strikers and then rushed 
at them. The clash ended with the police 
trying to separate the sides, with two police-
men and two blacks killed, and 20 blacks 

wounded. On Friday, 9 March the Brak-
pan Mine was attacked. The mine manager, 
Charles Brodigan, 20 armed mine officials 
and 12 special constables led by Lt Vincent 
Brodigan, tried valiantly to defend the mine 
property. In the melee that followed a total 
of 8 officials and constables, including Lt 
Brodigan, were either shot or clubbed to 
death. A memorial to these brave defenders 
was subsequently erected.

The strikers held a meeting in the Trades 
Hall in Commissioner Street, Boksburg on 
10 March. A contingent of mounted police 
surrounded the hall and were bombed by 
the strikers. Their aim was faulty and three 
horses were killed. Martial Law was declared 
on 11 March.

The level of violence escalated. The fledgling 
South African Air Force tried to bomb the 
Benoni strikers into submission by attacking 
the Trades Hall. This resulted in the deaths 
of three teenagers and three women. While 
the Trades Hall was being bombed, an air-
borne observer, Captain Carey-Thomas, 
was shot through the heart by a sniper. He 
was the first ever SAAF casualty!

On the same day, a group of Transvaal Scot-
tish soldiers en route to Benoni from Boks-
burg were killed by militant strikers when 
they emerged from their armoured train 
on Dunswart station. 21 troopers eventually 
died from their wounds. Most of them are 
buried at Brixton cemetery in Johannesburg. 

The lives of innocent people caught up in 
events totally beyond their control and com-
prehension everywhere on the Rand was pit-
iable: before the end of January all coal sup-
plies were exhausted. This meant that nearly 
all basic essential services became unavaila-
ble. The fruit and vegetable markets and the 
abattoirs were all closed. Milk supplies dried 
up and people had to forage for food.

The strikers wrecked and burnt homes of 
suspected scabs and in Johannesburg “Pick-

LOOKING BACK

Below: SAAF DH9 flying low over 
Commissioner Street towards Fordsburg. 
Hastily armed with Lewis guns and 
First World War bombs, SAAF DH9’s 
flew 172 missions against the striking 
mine workers in Fordsburg, Benoni and 
Brakpan. Bottom: Tombstone of Captain 
Carey-Thomas at old No. 1 Military 
Cemetery Thaba Tshwane.
Source: https://www.theheritageportal.co.za/article/birth-south-afri-
can-air-force handle” Mary Fitzgerald inveigled a number 

of the gentler sex to join her crusade after 
she forced her way through to the platform 
of one of Smuts’ meetings bearing in her 
arms the infant of a striking miner, himself 
shot dead by soldiers.

These women recruits rough-handled and 
beat up policemen and scabs whenever the 
opportunity presented itself.

Within a week of Black Friday the strike 
was over—15,000 men lost their jobs but a 
large majority of them were re-employed at 
the wage rate prevailing in 1914; at a much-
lower wage which reduced many to poverty.

The long-term effects of this Revolution are 
mostly negative and continue to impact on 
relations between the different language 
and ethnic groups. Whatever goodwill may 
have been engendered between the various 
groups at the time of Union and the appeals 
to patriotism during the First World War, 

was rapidly undone by the extreme vicious-
ness displayed by all parties as the conflict 
escalated and by the total intransigence of 
Jan Smuts’ government.

The white miners and many of their class 
lost all confidence in the Government when 
strike leaders like Taffy Long were executed 
on 17 November 1922. Long was hanged at 
the Central Prison in Pretoria, together 
with Herbert Hull and David Lewis, both 
strikers, who had been sentenced for the 
murder of Lt Rupert William Taylor. When 
they were brought from their cell, the three 
men sang the Red Flag, the official anthem 
of early socialists and communists in South 
Africa.

Not only did Smuts 
lose the General 
Election of 1924, 
but he lost the con-
fidence and trust 
of a large portion 
of the electorate. 
This would ulti-
mately contribute 
to the eclipse of 
the United Party in 
1948 and its subse-

quent decline and demise. Racially divisive 
labour legislation was enacted after 1924 
and this also led to bitterness and distrust 
among the various population groups. Per-
haps 59.43% of the 8774 voters in Southern 
Rhodesia were dissuaded from joining the 
Union of South Africa because of the 1922 
Revolt on the East Rand.

A referendum on the status of Southern Rho-
desia was held in the colony on 27 October 
1922. Voters, almost all of them White, were 
given the options of establishing responsible 
government or joining the Union of South 
Africa. Responsible government was officially 
granted on 1 October 1923.

Jan Smuts

LOOKING BACK

Mary Fitzgerald,  
South Africa’s first 
woman trade unionist, 
a militant campaigner 
for workers’ rights.
Source: https://www.joburg.org.za/
media_/Newsroom/Pages/2020%20
News%20Ar t i c les /Augus t%20
2 0 2 0 / W o m e n - o f - s t r e n g t h -
br ing-down-curtain-on-City-of-
Joburg%E2%80%99s-celebrations.
aspx

Sources:
The Boksburg & East Rand Historical Association—March 2012
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Frontline: 
Behind Enemy 
Lines for Christ

F r o n t l i n e —
Behind Enemy Lines for 
Christ, is a first hand, eyewitness account 
of war and persecution during tumultuous 
events. From the Bush War in Rhodesia to 
the Border war in South West Africa and 
Angola, to the killing fields of Mozambique, 
capture, interrogation, imprisonment, 
smuggling behind the Iron Curtain, the 
Seven year Jericho Prayer March that led to 
the Fall of the Berlin Wall, the collapse of 
the Iron Curtain, Revolution in Romania, 
Missions to Albania, the most atheist coun-
try in Europe, the Holocaust in Rwanda, 
under artillery and rocket fire and aerial 
bombardment in Sudan, to the successful 
struggle for secession of South Sudan, Front-
line—Behind Enemy Lines for Christ covers 
40 incredible years of Frontline Fellowship 
missions throughout 38 countries and eight 
wars in Africa and Eastern Europe.

F r o n t l i n e 
includes many 
b e h i n d - t h e -
scenes and 
behind the news 
headlines events 
and dramatic 
confrontations 
with terrorists, 
false teachers 
and even heads 
of state. Includ-
ing when the 
author and Col 
Jan Breytenbach 
walked into 
Angola to con-

front communist forces with the Gospel of 
Christ, clashes with archbishop Desmond 
Tutu and president Nelson Mandela, inter-
national intrigues with Kenneth Kaunda, 
treachery and betrayal. It presents the epic 
saga of Frontline Fellowship missionaries 
serving persecuted Christians and evange-
lising in war-zones throughout Africa and 
Eastern Europe. It has a powerful message 
of hope, with many examples of successful 
initiatives that resulted in captives being set 
free, communists and jihadists converted 
to Christ, once closed countries now open 
to the Gospel, successful secessions and  
dramatic transformations of communities 
and countries.

The book includes 46 chapters, 448 pages, 
with over 440 pictures. It is available, in 
both hardcover and softcover, from:

Christian Liberty Books,
Tel: 021-689-7478,
Email: admin@christianlibertybooks.co.za 
Website: www.christianlibertybooks.co.za. 

(The hardcover is: $28 and the softcover $22. 
The e-book is $7.)

It is also available through Print on Demand.

PROMOTIONS

Rhodesians Defeated the All Blacks in Rugby
Seventy three years ago 
the combined sides of 
Northern and Southern 
Rhodesia playing in their 
joint-side green and white 
hooped jerseys beat the 
New Zealand All Blacks 
in Bulawayo 10–8. We are 
the only non-test country 
to have achieved this.

Thirteen of the All Blacks 
in this game were capped 
in their careers. The following day members of the All Blacks squad played an unofficial 
game in Livingstone. They then traveled to Salisbury (now Harare) and with eight changes, 
meaning that fourteen players were capped that tour of South Africa, they played and drew 
3–3 against the joint Rhodesian side thereby losing the series. The Rhodesians are the only 
side in the world to have a 100 per cent winning record against the All Blacks in series 
rugby since this was the only series they ever played against them!

Rugby news from Tony Granger—Veteran Rugby player

LOOKING BACK

BOOK PROMOTION

The Great Betrayal
Ian Smith, former Prime Minister of 
Rhodesia, spares few of his opponents as he 
gives a forthright account of one of Africa’s 
most controversial political careers.

R400 Hardcover, 418 pages
(Autographed copies R900)
Sales go to helping destitute Rhodesians 
through the Flame Lily Foundation.

Christian Liberty Books
Tel: 021 689 7478
Email: admin@christianlibertybooks.co.za
Website: www.christianlibertybooks.co.za
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Left: Bulawayo—Ceremony 
Metcalf Square (Rhodesia 
Railways) including 
inspection and parade of 
nurses.

Below: Princess Elizabeth 
and the Royal Family 
ascend the Matopos Hills 
to visit the grave of Cecil 
Rhodes named “World’s 
View”.

The Queen found the 
climb to Rhodes’s Grave 
too steep for her high-
heeled shoes, so Princess 
Elizabeth lent her shoes to 
her mother, and walked up 
in her stockinged feet.

The Rhosarian November 202234



LOOKING BACK

We wanted Queen to be Head of State
A portrait of Queen Elizabeth II was promi-
nent on the wall behind the Rhodesian gov-
ernment as they signed the Declaration of 
Independence, which included these words: 
“the people of Rhodesia have always shown 
unswerving loyalty and devotion to Her Maj-
esty the Queen … God Save The Queen.” The 
Declaration of Independence was signed by 
Ian Douglas Smith, 11 November 1965. It was 
said that the British government of Harold 
Wilson was more incensed by the timing of 
the declaration then by its substance. Rho-
desia deliberately chose the 11th hour of the 
11th day of the 11th month (the anniversary 
of the Armistice which ended the disastrous 
First World War) for Unilateral Declaration 

Rhodesians and South Africans Mourn the 
death of Queen Elizabeth II

Below: Queen’s portrait overlooking 
the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence, 11 November 1965.

of Independence (UDI) to make the point 
that Rhodesia had contributed more men 
percentage to its population, than any other 
part of the British Empire, to fight for Brit-
ain in the First and Second World Wars. It 
was the express desire of the government of 
Rhodesia that we be a Constitutional Mon-
archy, with Queen Elizabeth II as the head 
of state. Unfortunately the British govern-
ment made that impossible and Rhodesia 
was forced to become a Republic.

My Father was a Monarchist
Although my father was a patriotic Rhode-

In Salisbury in Southern Rhodesia on April 7, 1947, 
during a reception at Government House, six local 
children officially presented Princess Elizabeth with a 
delicate diamond brooch in the shape of a flame lily, 
the national flower. Schoolchildren from throughout 
the country contributed small sums of money toward 
the creation of the brooch, which was made by local 
jeweler Len Bell and constructed by Eric Kippin in 
Johannesburg. The jewel features more than 300 
diamonds (sourced from De Beers) set in platinum and 
white gold.

Queen Elizabeth often wore this Rhodesian flame lily 
platinum and diamond brooch throught her reign.
Source: https://www.thecourtjeweller.com/2022/09/the-queen-a-life-in-jewels-the-21st-
birthday-diamonds.html

Above: Princess 
Elizabeth 
receiving 
flowers from a 
Rhodesian girl, 
1947.
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sian, who fought all six years of the Second 
World War as a bombardier in the Royal 
Artillery, operating a 25-pounder, mostly in 
North Africa and Italy, he was also a loyal 
subject of the Queen. My father supported 
Rhodesia’s independence from Great Brit-
ain, but he was still loyal to Queen Elizabeth 
II. In 1947 he catered for the Royal family at 
Victoria Falls Hotel. At the Bulawayo Club, 
I remember seeing a large portrait of Queen 
Elizabeth II. There are many Rhodesians 
and South Africans who mourn the passing 
of our noble Queen.

21st Birthday in Cape Town
In 1947, as Princess Elizabeth, Her Maj-
esty toured South Africa with her parents 
and sister Margaret. In a speech broadcast 
from Cape Town on her 21st birthday, she 

promised: “I declare before you all that my 
whole life, whether it be long or short, shall be 
devoted to your service and the service of our 
great imperial family to which we all belong.”

25-pounder in 
action at the 
Battle of El 
Alamein.

Victoria Falls Hotel.

Victoria Falls Hotel.Victoria Falls Hotel.

LOOKING BACK

Above: The Bulawayo Club.

Servant Queen & the King she Served
On the occa-
sion of her 90th 
birthday in 
2016, Scripture 
Union in part-
nership with the 
Bible Society in 
Great Britain 
published the 
book: The Serv-
ant Queen and 
the King she 

Served. This book consisted of quotes from 
her speeches which honour our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. In her speeches, par-
ticularly those delivered at Christmas, the 
Queen increasingly reflected on her Chris-
tian Faith. The theme of service was one she 
came back to often and in this she advocated 
Jesus’ example as a pattern for our lives.

Service and Sacrifice
In her 2000 Christmas broadcast her Maj-
esty spoke of the reminders of Christ’s life 
in cathedrals and abbeys, with the music, 
stained glass and pictures. However, she 
said: “the true measure of Christ’s influence 
is not only in the lives of the saints but also 
in the good works quietly done by millions of 
men and women day in and day out through-
out the centuries. Christ’s great emphasis 
was to give spirituality a practical purpose. 
For me the teachings of Christ and my own 
personal accountability before God provide a 
framework in which I try to lead my life. I, 
like so many of you, have drawn great com-
fort in difficult times from Christ’s words 
and example.” She referred to His example 
when, in 2008, she said Jesus made it clear 
that “genuine human happiness and satisfac-
tion lie more in giving than receiving; more in 
serving than in being served … We can surely 

LOOKING BACK

King George VI at Parliament in 
Salisbury 1947. Princess Elizabeth is in 
the centre of the upper gallery.
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be grateful that, two thousand years after the 
birth of Jesus, so many of us are able to draw 
inspiration from His life and message, and to 
find in Him a source of strength and courage.”
In 2010 she spoke at the opening of the 
General Synod of the Church of England, 
and said: “At the heart of our Faith stands 
not a preoccupation with our own welfare 
and comfort but the concepts of service and 
of sacrifice as shown in the life and teachings 
of the One who made himself nothing, taking 
the very form of a Servant.”
And in 2012, she spoke again of God sending 
Jesus “to serve, not to be served: He restored 
love and service to the centre of our lives in 
the person of Jesus Christ.” The Queen quoted 
the beautiful carol, “In the Bleak Midwinter”, 
which “ends by asking a question of all of us 
who know the Christmas story, of how God 
gave Himself to us in humble service: What 
can I give Him, poor as I am? If I were a shep-
herd, I would bring a lamb; if I were a wise 
man, I would do my part. The carol gives the 
answer, Yet what I can I give Him—give my 
heart.”

A Record-breaking Reign
Elizabeth II (21 April 1926–8 September 
2022) was Queen of the United Kingdom 
and other Commonwealth realms from 6 
February 1952 until her death 8 September 
2022. She was Queen of 32 different sover-
eign states in the course of her reign and 
served as monarch of 15 countries at the 
time of her death. Her reign of 70 years and 
214 days is the longest of any British mon-
arch and the longest recorded of any female 
head of state.

It is calculated that from 1952 The Queen:
• Conferred over 400,000 honours and 

awards.
• Personally held over 540 Investitures.
• Received over 3.5 million items of cor-

respondence.
• Hosted more than 1.1 million people at 

her Garden Parties.
• Worked with 15 British Prime Ministers.
• Travelled over a million miles.

• Was patron of more than 620 charities 
and organisations.

• Undertook over 256 official overseas 
visits to 129 different countries.

• Attended 39 Royal Variety perfor-
mances.

• Opened 15 bridges in the United King-
dom.

• Given over 91 State banquets.
• Launched 23 ships.
• Taken the salute at 63 Trooping the 

Colour ceremonies.
• Sat for at least 139 official portraits.
• Opened Parliament every year except 

for two, when she was pregnant.
• Owned more than 30 corgis.

Dignity, Diligence and Devotion to Duty
In Cape Town, 75 years ago, Princess Eliza-
beth prayed: “God help me to make good my 
vow and God bless all of you who are will-
ing to share in it.” We thank God that He 
answered her prayers and for her long life of 
dignity, diligence and devotion to duty.

“In His days the righteous shall flourish…. 
He shall have dominion also from sea to 
sea and from the river to the ends of the 
earth. Those who dwell in the wilderness 
will bow before Him and His enemies will 
lick the dust … Yes, all kings shall fall down 
before Him, all nations shall serve Him … 
All nations shall call Him blessed … let the 
whole earth be filled with His glory. Amen 
and Amen.” Psalm 72:7–19

Dr. Peter Hammond | Chairman
Flame Lily Foundation
peter@frontline.org.za 
www.flf-rasa.co.za/rasa-cape-peninsula/
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Royal Train at 
Bulawayo Station, 
1947.
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PRINCESS ELIZABETH spent a great part 
of this, her 21st birthday morning, opening 
and reading the hundreds of congratula-
tory cables and telegrams which descended 
upon Government House from all parts of 
the world.

From princes and statesmen they came, and 
from less exalted people, down to the sta-
tion masters of the humblest of the hundred 
and one little towns visited by the Royal 
Family on their great and just completed 
African tour.

Between while, the Princess left her study 
to marvel at the wealth and variety of Cape 
flowers which rapidly transformed most of 
the public and private rooms at Govern-
ment House into fairylands of sweet-smell-
ing colour.

The personal gifts from the King, the Queen 
and Princess Margaret were presented to 
Princess Elizabeth in the Queen’s room 
before breakfast. The nature of these gifts is, 
by custom, not made public.

It can be revealed, however, that the Royal 
Household, which term embraces all those 
who work for the King and Queen together 
with the staff of the Duke and Duchess of 
Gloucester, the Duchess of Kent and the 
Princess Royal—in fact, all those who serve 
members of the Royal Family at all the royal 
residents, down to the under-valets and the 
gillies at Balmoral—combined to give the 
Heiress Presumptive a birthday present.

This took the shape of a magnificent dia-

mond brooch, which was handed to the 
Princess to-day by the two senior members 
of the household—the Right Hon. Sir Alan 
Lascelles KCB KCVO CMG, private secre-
tary to the King, and the Lady Harlech, one 
of the ladies-in-waiting to the Queen.

Grenadier Guards
Another gift was a diamond brooch in the 
shape of the Grenadier Guards badge—a 
grenade from the regiment of which Prin-
cess Elizabeth is honorary colonel.

Members of the Diplomatic Corps of 
London gave her a pair of diamond earrings.

The Union Government’s gifts of 21 perfect-
ly-matched diamonds for a birthday neck-
lace will be made by the Prime Minister, 
General Smuts, at tonight’s ball at the Gov-
ernment House.

Mr Churchill
Interviewed by a representative of The Argus 
to-day: Captain Lewis Ritchie, the King’s 
Press secretary. Said that “everybody in the 
world” dispatched cables and telegrams of 
congratulations to the Princess.

He mentioned the names among others, of 
Mr Winston Churchill and of the Viceroy of 
India, the Governors-General of Australia 
and Canada, the Governor of Northern Ire-
land, the Archbishops of Canterbury and 
York and the Lord Mayors of all the princi-
pal cities in the United Kingdom.

A great flood of telegrams came from all 
parts of the Union, and the Rhodesias and 

The article below was published on the front page of the Cape Argus, dated Cape Town, 
Monday, April 21, 1947.

Flowers, Presents and Shower of Messages

The Argus Special Correspondent

Princess Elizabeth Celebrates Her Majority
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they included messages from the mayors 
and station-staffs of practically all the towns 
and villages visited on the recent tour, from 
ex-servicemen’s organisations, post offices 
and the masters of the merchant ships now 
in Union ports.

“Volkspelers”
Among the telegrams, the Princess was par-
ticularly pleased to receive was one from the 
“Volkspelers,” Standerton. She remembered 
them giving a spirited rendering of a Voor-
trekker dance which delighted both Prin-
cesses at the time.

Other messages of congratulations came 
from the Aga Khan, the command-
er-in-chief, South Atlantic Station, his 
“opposite numbers” in the East and West 
Indies and on the North American and 
China stations, General T Holcomb, the 
United States Minister in this country, and 
scores of others.

One gift which gave Princess Elizabeth spe-
cial pleasure was a floral representation of 
the Grenadier Guards’ grenade badge. It 
was present to her on behalf of the press 
and publicity correspondents who travelled 
round with the royal party.

LOOKING BACK

During the gala, Field Marshal Jan 
Smuts, then Prime Minister of the 
Union of South Africa, presented 
Elizabeth with a magnificent diamond 
and platinum necklace. The jewel 
featured 21 graduated brilliant 
diamonds, with additional round and 
baguette diamonds between each 
larger brilliant. The largest of the 
brilliants weighed in at ten carats. 
During the presentation, Smuts 
declared, “This little gift will remind 
her of this wonderful visit to South 
Africa and of this milestone in her life. 
It will be a symbol of the link she has 
established with our country and its 
people. It will remind her of the deep 
and sincere feelings of sympathy and 
goodwill which this historic visit has 
stirred in the hearts of all my people.”

Later, Elizabeth had the necklace 
shortened. (She did this often with 
necklaces during the late 1940s and 
early 1950s, both so that the jewels 
would fit her better and to follow 
the current fashion of the time.) The 
sections that were removed were 
combined with another birthday 
present (a six-carat diamond that had 
been given to Elizabeth three days 
before her birthday by Sir Ernest 
Oppenheimer, the chairman of De 
Beers) to make a matching bracelet.
Source: https://www.thecourtjeweller.com/2022/09/the-queen-a-life-
in-jewels-the-21st-birthday-diamonds.html

Source: https://www.iol.co.za/capeargus/news/from-the-archives-
how-queen-elizabeth-ii-celebrated-her-21st-birthday-morning-in-
cape-town-in-1947-a2a3e1f2-dc19-4684-87dc-950fb0e3c007
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Princess Elizabeth’s 21st birthday 
speech broadcast from Cape Town, 
1947.
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On 21 April 1947, Princess 
Elizabeth celebrated her 
21st birthday in Cape Town, 
South Africa. 
This portrait of Princess 
Elizabeth was taken shortly 
before her 21st birthday, 
April 1947.

diamonds, which eventually will form a 
necklace.

There is still speculation whether Princess 
Elizabeth’s engagement to Lieutenant Philip 
Mountbatten, R.N. (formerly Prince Philip 
of Greece), will be announced shortly, but 
her close friends are reported to discount 
this suggestion.

LONDON, April 20.—Princess 
Elizabeth will celebrate her 21st 
birthday in Capetown tomorrow.

At the request of the King there 
will be no official celebrations 
in London, but a round of social 
engagements will begin when the 
Royal Family returns from its South African 
tour on May 11.

To-morrow morning the Royal Party, 
accompanied by the Prime Minister, Gen-
eral Smuts, will ascend Table Mountain.

In the afternoon the Princess will review a 
parade of troops and ex-Service men and 
women, and a youth rally. She will return 
to Government House for a birthday broad-
cast to the Empire.

Then as Cape Town’s buildings light up, she 
will dine with the Governor-General, Mr. 
Van Zyl.

After watching a fireworks display over 
Table Bay, she will attend a civic ball to 
receive a golden birthday key.

A Government House ball will follow, at 
which General Smuts will present to the 
Princess the South African peoples’ gift of 21 

Princess Elizabeth Has Her 21st Birthday In Cape Town

The Sydney Morning Herald, Mon 21 Apr. 1947, page 1.

From Our Staff Correspondent 
And A.A.P.

Left and right: 
Princess 
Elizabeth’s 
21st birthday, 
Youngsfield 
military base, 
Cape Town 21 
April 1947.

Left: Cape 
Town City 
Hall lit up to 
celebrate the 
Royal Birthday.

21st birthday banquet for 
Princess Elizabeth, Cape 
Town City Hall, 1947.
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Source: “Princess Elizabeth Has Her 21st Birthday In Capetown” The 
Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842–1954) 21 April 1947: 1. Web. 21 
Oct 2022 <http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article18022369>. The Cape 
Argus, Tuesday, April 22, 1947.

The Rhosarian November 202244 The Rhosarian November 2022 45



Princess’s Birthday Ball
Youth and Beauty at Government House
Royal Dinner Party at Westbrooke

PRINCESS ELIZABETH’S 21st birthday ball 
at government house last night was a fairy 
tale come true for the happy crowd of young 
people privileged to be there. Nothing could 
have exceeded the beauty of the scene as the 
king and queen and the two princesses, all 
with radiant smiles, entered the cream and 
gold ballroom.

In the scintillating light of the crystal chan-
deliers the gowns and jewels of the royal 
ladies sparkled and shone. The Queen’s very 
wide and beautiful crinoline of white tulle 
and lace with flounced and embroidered 
with gold paillettes. Across her bosom she 
wore the royal blue ribbon and the jeweled 
Order of the Garter. A high tiara of dia-
monds and rubies encircled her head and 
matched the heavy necklace of rubies and 
diamonds, and her diamond bracelets and 
earrings. 

Sparkling dresses
Princess Elizabeth wore an enchanting gown 
of white tulle which sparkled with paillettes 
and a sequins arranged in diamond-shaped 

Above: Princess Elizabeth and Princess 
Margaret dance at Princess Elizabeth’s 
21st birthday ball held at Government 
House, Cape Town.
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patterns and catching every movement of 
light. Her ornaments were diamond ear-
rings and a pearl necklace. Princess Marga-
ret also wore a gossamer gown of white tulle 
lightly sprinkled with gold spangles on the 
skirt and with spangles more closely clus-
tered on the bodice and shoulder flounces.

The royal party waited in the drawing-room 
for Princess Elizabeth to return from the 
City Hall where she attended the civic ball 
for a short while, and then they proceeded 
with Their Excellencies the Governor-Gen-
eral and Mrs O Brand van Zyl and the Prime 
Minister General Smuts across the ballroom 
between the lines of pretty young girls and 
their partners to the gallery.

Then General Smuts read a short speech of 
congratulation to the Princess and presented 
her with a silver box containing the Union’s 
birthday gift—perfectly-matched diamonds 
for a necklace. The throng below could hear 
the Princess exclaim “How lovely,” as she 
opened the box with a delighted smile. 

Partners
After the presentation, the King and Queen 
returned to the drawing-room and the 
Princesses danced. Princess Elizabeth being 
partnered by Sir de Villiers Graaff, by Mr 
Jack Watermeyer, who had sat next to her 
at the dinner-party given by Their Excellen-
cies at Westbrook, and by Mr John Fort, Mr 
Colin Lang, Lt-Col Lex Sales, Lt T Hutch-
eson RN, and Mr AN Vincent.

During the dance, Princess Elizabeth 
went down the covered way to the mar-
quee, where supper was served, to cut her 
birthday cakes. There were three cakes in 
the shape of baskets of flowers, and Prin-
cess Elizabeth cut them all with laughing 
advice from the King and Queen. “Terrific,” 
said the king when his daughter succeeded 
in cutting a slice from the biggest of the 
ornamental cakes. This was the signal for 
the young people gathered around to sing 
“Happy birthday, dear Princess”. 

Youthful guests
A long line of cars passed slowly up the 
avenue under the trees garlanded with lights 
and dropped their passengers at the garden 
gate. It was a very youthful gathering that 
moved up the covered way to the house, and 
the girls were beautifully dressed in white or 
soft colors.

Mr. JH Hofmeyr was the Minister in Attend-
ance, and he and Mrs D Hofmeyr went into 
the gallery with the royal party for the pres-
entation by General Smuts. Cabinet minis-
ters, diplomats and others with the privilege 
of the entrée, sat in the anteroom to the ball-
room. The King and Queen and the Prin-
cesses stayed until long past midnight at the 
ball before retiring to the royal apartments. 

Dinner party 
The dinner party given by Their Excellen-
cies at Westbrooke was a very gay and happy 
affair. The young guests took their cue from 
the king who was in a merry mood. His 
Majesty chaffed Princess Elizabeth when 

she blew out the 21 candles on her birthday 
cake and when she was presented with a 
silver key.

Sat next to the king
Guests of the dinner party in addition to the 
King and Queen and the Princesses were 
the Prime Minister, General Smuts, Miss 
Ena van Coller who sat next to the King, 
Dr Dorothea Lang, Mr Colin Lang, Sir de 
Villiers and Lady Graaff, Mr and Mrs Jack 
Watermeyer, Mr and Mrs CEW Henderson, 
Mr R. Hennessay, Lt AKM Browne, RN Lt 
IK Bryce, Mr Michael Waterson, Miss Pris-
cilla Waterson, Miss Mary van der Byl, Miss 
Winsome Wollaston, Miss Maureen Strauss, 
Miss Sylvia Sandes, Mr Basil Goldschmidt, 
Midshipmen WA Bell and RP Clarke, the 
Lady Margaret Egerton Lady-in-Waiting, 
Lt-Com. Peter Ashmore DSC RN Equer-
ry-in-Attendance, Mrs N Hugo Bruni and 
Capt P Cruse were in attendance on Their 
Excellencies.

Princess Margaret’s dancing partners were 
Capt J Meaker SAAP, Capt McKay SAAP, 
Mr Basil Goldschmidt, Mr Arthur Falconer, 
Mr Richard Hennessey and Midshipman 
JFA Vanlet.

Source: https://image-prod.iol.co.za/resize/1550x155000/?-
source=https://xlibris.public.prod.oc.inl.infomaker.io:8443/open-
content/objects/c272f621-acc4-5980-8dac-b516511964a4&opera-
tion=CROP&offset=0x0&resize=2400x2818
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Sir De Villiers Graaff (2nd Baronet) 
dancing with Princess Elizabeth at her 
21st birthday party in Cape Town.
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Field Marshall Jan Smuts 
met them aboard the 
HMS Vanguard battleship 
and the King descended 
the gangplank to a 
21-gun salute on Signal 
Hill. Queen Elizabeth, 
Princess Elizabeth (20) 
and Princess Margaret (16) 
followed and they were 
taken directly to the 14-car 
White Train (Palace on 
Wheels), their home for 
two months. Eight of the 
cars were specially made 
in England for the tour.

The Royal Family arrived in Cape Town on 
17 February 1947 and left for home on 24 
April. They had travelled 7 000 km, visited 
more than 400 cities, towns and stop-
overs, and spoken to 25 000 people.
Source: https://www.globalafricanetwork.com/company-news/the-
last-hurrah-south-africa-and-the-royal-tour-of-1947/

Source: https://www.thecourtjeweller.com/2022/09/the-queen-a-life-in-jewels-the-21st-birthday-diamonds.html
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Source: https://www.globalafricanetwork.
com/company-news/the-last-hurrah-south-
africa-and-the-royal-tour-of-1947/

At the time, the Union of South Africa was a self-governing dominion within the British 
Empire, with the King as head of state. South Africa became an independent republic 
in 1961. The royal family is pictured above in Cape Town during the tour. Interestingly, 
the royal ladies wore new clothes throughout the tour, even though rationing was still 
in force in Britain. The three women were classed as trade ambassadors for the fashion 
industry and were given special allowances for the visit.

“Keeping the Spirit Alive”
A SPECIAL MAGAZINE FOR

SPECIAL PEOPLE

This is an opportunity for you to sub-
scribe to RW magazine, published in 
the USA, at the subsidised price of 
R170,00.

The price elsewhere is US$23,00. RW 
would also make an ideal Christmas gift 
for family or friends.

On the Rhodesians-Worldwide group 
we have 9980 members and on the 
Rhodesians Worldwide magazine page 
we have 62000 likes and a reach of 
35000 last week. If only 5% of those 
people subscribed to our wonderful 
non-political magazine we would ensure 
its future for quite a few more years. 
If you have never seen a Rhodesians 
Worldwide magazine send me an email 
at rhodesiansworldwide@gmail.com 
and I will send you a digitized copy 
and instructions on how to subscribe. 
Annette and I have spent 20 years of 
our life getting to know many of you 
and getting this magazine out to people 
around the world, but there is no place 
for us to advertise this magazine except 
for here .… A larger subscriber base 
would make sure our history survives 
for a while longer, but you have to 
decide to contact me and seriously 
think about subscribing. Thank you to 
the people who have already contacted 
me.

Chris Whitehead

Name:  ______________________
Address:  ______________________

(*) R130,00 for all subscribers with addresses in 
Southern Africa. NO cheques or postal orders. 
Direct deposits & EFT by arrangement.
Contact Mary Tel: 083 739 2578 or
Email: rasa@iafrica.com.

Subscription: __________ (* see below)
Donation: __________
Total: __________

NEW SUBSCRIPTION
Please complete a copy of this portion 
and send it to the following address with 
your payment. 
Rhodesians Worldwide (SA)
Email: rasa@ifrica.com

A contact magazine covering 6 continents
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